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by  the  UNITED  STATES  JOINT  PUBLIC,;; TIONS  RE- 
SE'IRCH  S:eRVECE,  a  federal  governsnent  organi¬ 
zation  established  to  service  the  translation 
and  research  needs  of  the  various  government 
departments . 
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Economic  geography  is  one  of  the  oldest  branches  of  learning 
in  Chinao  We  can  obtain  the  first  infoimation  on  the  economic 
geography  of  that  country  from  the  "Shi-chi"  ("Historical  Notes"), 
the  classic  work  of  Sjrai  Chien,  the  founder  of  Chinese  history  and  an 
outstanding  traveller  who  lived  in  the  second  century  B.C,  Great 
interest  was  shown  in  questions  of  economic  geograjiiy  by  Shen  Ko,  an 
amazingly  versatile  scholar  of  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century# 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  on  the  basis  of  the  abundant  regional 
material  in  the  many-volumed  series  "Ti-fang-ohi"  ("Description  of 
Localities" )  and  his  own  observations,  Kux  len-woo  wrote  a  work 
"Tien-hsia  shun—kuo  lee-ping  shu"  ("Book  on  the  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  of  the  principalities  of  the  Celestial  Kingdom")  which 
constituted  essentially  the  first  summary  of  the  economic  geog3?aphy 
of  China. 

Chinese  economic  geographers  have  been  active  also  in  the 
contemporary  period.  In  the  I92OS  and  1930s  a  number  of  specialized 
works  were  published  on  the  economies  of  individual  districts  of  the 
coxintry  and  the  first  atlases  of  economic  maps  appeared.  A  considerable 
amount  of  factual  material  was  collected  and  several  new  methods  of 
research  were  mastered.  However,  the  development  of  the  subject  was 
often  h^pered  by  the  uncritical  acceptance  of  the  theories  of 
bourgeois  Western  economic  geographers. 

With  the  triumph  of  the  people’s  revolution  economic  geography 
was  confronted  with  the  task  of  actively  assisting  the  socialist 
rebuilding  of  the  economy  and  culture  of  the  coiintry.  In  the  ten 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  formation  of  the  KNR  (Kitoyskaya 
Narodnaya  Respublika  —  People's  Republic  of  China),  economic  geography 
has  made  great  advances.  A  considerable  increase  has  occurred  in  the 
number  of  scientific  research  institutions,  and  large  cadres  of 
scientific  workers  have  been  trained.  With  the  aid  of  economic 
geographers  a  series  of  large-scale  complex  expeditions  have  been 
organized  which  are  investigating  the  natTiral-economio  conditions  in 
districts  under  settlement  and  provioing  Valuable  scientific  data 
for  the  planning  bodies.  The  economic  districting  of  the  country  is 
being  carried  out.  The  results  of  scientific  work  are  published  regularly 
in  periodicals. 
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The  Soviet  Union  haa  made  an  impoftaht  obfitrihiitioh'  #6*the  develop¬ 
ment  of  economic  geography  in  Chinai'-;  The.  Ghto  economic  geographers 
are  creatively  utilizing  in  their  work  the  methods  which  have  been 
developed  by  Soviet  scholars.  The  monographs  and  textbooks  published 
in  China  are  usual ly;.or.ganize;d  according  to  the  same  principles  as  in  . 
the  case  pf  jpny  s^iiar  rworks  in  the  Soviet  Union.  This  is  the  caseV.':.;  : 
for  exampie#,  with;.the  pian  of  the  large  monographjiiC.  wor^  "Geography,, Q^  ; 
China".  Work  on  this  mpnography  was  undertaken  in  conformity  with ,■  a, 
decision  of  the  First  Congress  of  the  Geographic  Society  of  China.  ,  ^ 

held  in  1953 •  According  to  the  original  plan  it  was  to  have  consisted 
of  two  equal;  sections  s-,  p^sical-geographi9al,  .ahd  .econofai.Prgeographicali 
which  it  was  proposed  to  prepare  a^d  publish  eimil,.tane9iis%‘»,  however^, 
the  course  pf  'the  work  on  these  two  sections.  diyergedV;  ,•  She  physical';; 
geographers  .were  engaged.  in  ja.  stu^  of  .the  mtural;  regions:  of  .  Ch^^^ 
and  this  quickly  bep.ame  a  large  independent  theme.- in.  whic.h:;s,chplar8  in.^,; 
many  different  fie.lds. became  engaged*  ,  The  Sovipt.,  .readsr  vie 
acquainted  with;  the  ;first  ,^®suitS  ;  .pf  the.  work;  on  natural  regions. .  ; 

At  the  present  time  the  plans  for  subject,  fand;  oyer-all  treatmentS  iOf  I. 
natural  regions  are.  being  made:  more  precise  ,  and  deepened.  ..;  At  the  ,same:  ^ 
time  the  economic  geographers,  reached, agreement  rather, .quickly  concern-:;  ; 
ing  the  economic  regions,  which  .w;ould  scry® ;  as  the  bases,  for  the,  systemr. 
atization  of;their  data.  The:  entire  country  was  diyide,d  .into  .ten.  . 

regions.  Work  then  .began  on  the  'economio  geography  ipf.ea, oh  of.  the  .r 

regions  and  was  to  be  completed  by  a  general  survey. 

The  editorial  board  of  the;m<niograph  decided  to  publish  the  regional 
studies  separstely.  The  first  of  ..this  series  ''Economic  Geography,  of.  v.;.,; 
Inner  Mongolia  appeared  in.  1 956"  f. ;  the  .  second,  ^'Economic  ,,GeogrSPlW  •  .  v ; 

Northern  6hina, ">  appe.ared ;  in  1957-  and  the . , third*:  ^'Sconomio-  Geography 
of  Central;  China'.'.;  appeared  in- 1-958. :  At;  tl®'  present;  time,  .the  remaining  j.', 
regional  Bodies  a^d  the  general  survey  are  being  completed.,  One :  of 
the  three  regional  s.tudies  which  have, already;  appeared  has-been  ^ 
translated  into  Russian^  and  from  it  opr  readers  may  judge  the  .series;  .;  :, , 
as  a  whole.  In  this  series  a  great  deal  of  factual  material  is 
svuranarized  concerning:  very,  diyerse  aspects  of  ..the  eocaipmio  devalopment;; 
of  the  KHR.  Fartioular  attention  is  g^yen  to  regional. yariatiom.';-  -  .;'^ 

The  growing  requirements  of  praotioal  .workers;  require  Chinese  ,  ■; 

economic  geographers  to  seek  CGnstantiy  ,fqr  new, means  nnd  methods  pf  . .  ...■ 
research.  Of  special  :^terest  in.. thisr, connection  i^  tke.  three-volme .  . 
work  published  in  195®*  ‘'9i5brs,e  w  ,®P.onomic  Geograi^.  of  China,"  ■{  . 

1 .  See  "Physical  Geographical  i^gipne  :Of  j3^ina'';>;  Foreign.  Literature  i  ■: 

Publishing  House,,  1,957.,.-,.  ; 

2.  See  "Northern  China.  Economic  G®;Ography»" ,  i^biishing,  Hot>se.,of  • . 

.Geographical  Litcratwe.,.i;958;i;.  v;.:,..;.-;.,;:,-.'-  v.‘.,-:'V-  „  .-.o.!. 
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which  was  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Economic  Geography  of  the 
National  University  in  Peiping  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Hsun 
Ching-chi.  This  major  work  is  distinguished  by  a  new  approach  to  the 
field  of  investigation  and  will  make  a  oonsiderable  contribution  to 
the  further  development  of  the  methodology  of  economic  geography. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  development  trends  and  progress  is  noted 
in  the  setting  up  of  the  main  branches  of  the  national  economy. 

The  chapter  on  industry  begins  with  a  short  description  of 
special  featixres  in  the  development  and  location  of  industry  in  pre- 
Revolutionary  China,  Ighe  authors  point  to  the  extreme  backwardness 
of  the  old  China,  '  In  1949  industry  received  only  17^  of  the  gross 
industrial  and  agricultural  product,  China,  with  one -fourth  of  the 
world's  population,  had  an  industrial  production  dozens  of  times  less 
than  those  of  the  Soviet  Union,  U.S.A.,  Britain,  and  many  other 
countries.  The  structure  of  industry  was  characterized  by  profound 
disproportions  *  The  most  important  industrial  centers  were  cut  off 
from  sources  of  raw  material,  fuel,  and  markets. 

In  addition,  speaking  of  the  characteristics  of  industrial 
development  in  the  new  China,  the  authors  emphasize  the  enormous 
changes  which  have  occurred  in  this  sjhere  of  the  economy  during  the 
years  of  the  people's  power.  The  Reconstruction  Period  (1949-I952) 
and  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  (1955'-1957)  laid  the  foundations  for  the 
country's  industrialization.  The  average  annual  growth  of  gross 
industrial  production  for  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  amounted  to  19.295, 
and  there  was  an  especially  rapid  development  of  heavy  industry.  The 
share  of  industry  in  the  gross  production  of  industry  and  agriculture 
amounted  to  40^5  in  1957.  By  the  end  of  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  China 
was  already  providing  for  three-fifths  of  its  requirements  in  machines 
and  for  ninth- tenths  of  its  rolled  steel.  The  connections  between 
industry  and  other  branches  of  the  national  economy  have  been  strengthened. 

The  authors  dwell  at  length  on  changes  in  industrial  location. 

In  1949  the  coastal  districts,  which  occupy  less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
area  of  China,  turned  out  three-foxirths  of  the  gross  industrial  product, 
of  which  Shanghai  alone  produced  ohe-foTjrth.  In  the  new  China,  along 
with  the  utilization  of  the  existing  capacities  of  the  industrial  base 
in  the  coastal  districts,  new  industrial  centers  have  been  created  in 
the  interior  districts  of  the  country,  close  to  the  most  important 
sources  of  raw  materials,  fuel,  and  markets.  This  has  laid  the  foundation 
for  a  fundamental  improvement  in  industrial  location.  In  the  First 
Five-Year  Plan  two-thirds  of  all  the  largest  new  industrial  construction 
projects  were  located  in  inland  districts. 

In  the  chapter  devoted  to  agrio\ilture,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the 
most  important  means  for  the  development  of  this  branch  of  the 
economy  are  improvement  of  the  utilization  of  the  cultivated  land 


and  steady  increase  in  agricultural  yields  per  unit,  of  ,tillf4  drea.  A  . 
detailed  treatment'  is  givefi'  tb  questions  fei^.i^  . to  thie  .dbvelopient, 
of  irrigation,  improvement  of  agriciaii^ral  teoiiniiues.y.mephanizatipnf:,, 
and  electnificatiori  of  agriculture .  , 'The  .autbors  speah  .-.Pf' t^  ;  ,  ^ 
importance'  of  exploitation  of  Nrirgin  iands,  particviiar  jy:  Jor  the  .  creation 
of  food  and  raw  material  hases  bn'  the  borders  of  the  coxinta^y,,-  " . 
the  years  of  the-  people  's  power,  t^^  Chihesey^asants  havy^!^^ 
enormous  sdocesses  s  the  gross  ^aih 'harvest  has  been  increased 
ann\ially  by  an  average  of  4»35^»  pud  in  1959  it  doubled.  Considerable 
attention  is  given  in  thd;  book  to  ja'ohiems  pf  regional  development  and  , 
diversification  of  agriculture.:  ^  -^5 

In  the  chapter  bh  trahsportation  the  changes'  axe,  described:  in 
int er- regional  eoonOMp  links  and  traffic  fiows  which  have,  ocourred .  in , 
the  process  of  development  Of  the  Chinese  national  economy. ,.  ,  .  i 

Seven  chapters  are  devoted  to  regiphal  descriptions , ,  correspond*  : 
ing  to  seven  large  economic  regions,  or,  as  they  are  called  in'  China,  :  ■. 
regions  of  economic  coordination.  Notable  is  the  individual  approach 
to  the  treatment  of  the  several  regions,  which  is , result:  from, a  r 
striving  to  emphasize' the  major  dei^iuitive  factors , In  the  eccnoaies  of 
each.  Thus,  ih  the  chapter  dsyoted  to,Nbrtheastern  China,  special 
attention  is  paid  to  the  complex  of  heavy  industry  which -is  being  ;  . 
built  up  on  the  basis  of  the  largest  me tailxirgical  combine  in  the  country, 
that  at  Anshan.  A  promihent  place  is  given  to  a  treatmenf-Pf  pro-. 
spects  for  develo^eht  and  locatioii  of  the  machine-building,  coal,  >and  ., 
chemical  industries*'  Apiculture,'  however,,  is  considered  here  exclu-  ':. 
sively  as  a  supplier  of  raw  materials,: for  light  industry.  .,,.,,.-,.  - 

In  the  chapter  On  Kortherh  ,  China  all  thPA®  branches  of-  the  .  economy  ; 
which'  have  or  are  acquiring  natiPnal  importance,  are  examined,  in.  detaili; 
the  coal  industry,  ferrous  metal lurp,  ^.chemibal, and.  textile  induatzues  : 
and  the  cotton- raising,  ■  pain  gf owing,  and  livestock  breeding  of  Inner 
Mongolia.  In  the  chapter  on  Eastern  Cbinar  the  greatest  attention  4s 
paid  to  the  prospecta  for  industrial  de^Iopment  in.  Shangimi.  .. 

j  ■■  While-  in  the- second- volume  of  "Course  of  the  Economic  Geography  of 
China"  the.  more  ecohomicaliy  advanced  rcgipns  of  the  country  are  ■ 
examined,  the  third  volume  is  devoted  m.ainiy  ,  to  repona  of  new  industrial 
development.'  In  the  chapter's’  on  Central, :^Southwestern,  ,' and,, Nqrth-:;' 
western  China,  very  peat;' atte'htiOn  ia  'ppd  tp^'the  .new  of  h,;.;  -i,.  •: 

industry  being  set  up-  there.  Special  mention  is  made  of  the  industrial 
branches  which  will  determine ,  the  fiiture  indusWial,  profile  .-.r  ferrous  ■  > 
metallurgy,  machine -building,  and.'  chemicais  ,in  Cenpal  China,  .andithe?,  ■  . 
oil  industry  in  the  Southwest,  Apiculture  is  treated  primarily  in 
connection  with  the  light  and  food. industries,  ,.  ..  *.  v 
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The  Chinese  economic  geographers  have  only  just  begun  their  search 
for  new  means  of  development  of  their  subject.  However,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  what  they  have  already  achieved  definite  successes  in  their 
*  efforts. 
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